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Murray Celebrates Arbor/Earth Day

Several hundred Murray City residents gathered on a Friday afternoon in late
April to celebrate Arbor Day and Earth Day. Elementary school students sang and
read poems about trees and the earth. Following the program, students and
residents got to see presentations by local, state, and federal agencies.

Bear River Celebration
Goes on Despite Snhow

Rain, sleet and snow didn’t dampen spiritson Saturday, April 26, at the Bear
River Celebrationin CacheValley. Theall-day celebration showcased student
artwork and learning projects about the watershed from four schoolswithin the
Bear River area. The students al so helped construct aberm for awater quality
service project on site. Representatives of Utah's natural resource agencies and
organizations shared information as well as hands-on displays and activities
including viewing live fish, aquatic insects and hawks. The festival was co-
sponsored by the local soil conservation districts, Utah State University
Extension and other conservation partners.
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Stream Bank
Planting Starts Early
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Volunteers from the Utah Federation for Youth and the Utah Society for
Environmental Education work along side youth from the Sorenson Center to plant
dormant willow.

Y outhand adult volunteersfrom
theUtah Federationfor Y outhgot an
early start onspring planting by
plantingdormantwillow cuttingsalong
theJordan RiverinSalt LakeCity.

TheMarch 10" activity took place
morethanaweek beforetheofficial
start of spring. But unlikemany spring
timeplantsthat canfreezeanddieif
plantedtooearly, thesewillow
cuttingsaredormant and meant tobe
cut and planted beforethegrowing
seasonbegins.

Whilesomeguidebookssay to cut
thewillowsabout 24 hoursbefore
planting, that wasn' tpractical inthis
casebecausetheplanting activity
took placeon M onday afternoon.

Utah Federationfor youth staff,
withass stanceanddirectionfrom
Utah Department of Agricultureand
Food employeeW.D. Robinson,
gathered themorning of theplanting
at aspot alongtheriver wherethere
isahealthy stand of willows. They cut
3-4footlengthsof willow branches

and bundled themingroupsof 10for
the3miletriptotheplantingsite.

Attheplantingsitetheadultslet
theyouth participantstakeover. Two
groupsof youth participatedinthe
plantingactivity. Thefirstgroupfrom
the Sorensen Multi purpose Center
weremostly elementary agechildren.
Withalot of assistancefromadults
they startedtodig deep narrow

See "willow" on page 4

Highlights
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Water Quality Briefs

EPA Withdraws
TMDL Rule

Washington, D.C.--TheTota
MaximumDaily Load (TMDL)rule
developedduringtheClinton Admin-
igtrationwasofficialy withdrawn
recently. Thatleavestheorigina
TMDL, or watershedruleinplace
that wasdevel oped aspart of the
1987 Clean Water Act.

Becauseof law suitsand extensive
criticism, theClintonerarulewasset
to bereplaced by now. About two
yearsago, EPA embarked onan 18
month processtore-writetherule
intoamoreworkableandlegally
viablewatershedrule. Draftswere
written, publicmeetingswereheld,
but then EPA decided after the
deadline passedto putthenew rule
“onholdindefinitely.”

TheTMDL, or watershedruleis
designedtogivestatesandlocal
groupsclear guidelinesfor determin-
ingwater pollutantloading aloca-
tions.

Thereisnowordonwhenorif a
new rulewill beputintoplace.

Great Salt Lake
Getting Lower

TheGreat Salt Lake, whichis14
feet lower thanitwasin 1984, may
continuetodropthrough 2005,
accordingtoaUtah scientist.

Conndly K. Baldwin, aresearch
engineer at theUtah Water Research
Laboratory at Utah StateUniversity,
hasbeen researchingaconnection
between Great Salt Lakelevelsand
temperaturevariationsinthenorth
Atlantic Ocean. Baldwinfoundthat
thevolumeof thelakesince 1850 has
matchedtemperatureswingsmore
than 2,200 milesaway inthenorth
Atlantic. Thecolder thewater gets
there, themoretheGreat Salt L ake
fillsup, accordingtotheresearcher.

Baldwinsaysthat thewater
temperatureinthenorth Atlantic
influencesGresat Sdlt Lakelevelsas
muchasEl Nino, thewarming of an
equatorial belt of Pacific Oceanwater
that can bringmoremoisturetoareas
of theWest.

TheNational Oceanicand Atmo-
spheric Administration saysamoder-
ateEl Ninoestablisheditselfin
December 2002, and started to
break up by the end of February
2003. WhileEl Ninodidbringmore

moistureto many partsof thecoun-
try, theMountainWest,including
Utah, stayed drier thannormal.

El Ninoand Badwin’ sfindings
couldsignal agradual endtothe
drought that hasgripped much of the
West for four years. Southern Utah
hasbeen especialy hard hit, suffering
itsdriest periodinat least 50 years,
accordingtoother studies.

But beforeit makesarecovery,
theGreat Salt Lakewill droptoits
lowest level sincetheearly 1960s,
Badwinsaid. Thelakeshould bottom
outin2005and shouldstarttorise
againin2006. However, hispredic-
tion doesnot go beyond 2006. The
rateat whichthelakewill recoveris
not clear, headmits.

Whilethelakehasdropped about
1l4feetinthe19yearssincethelast
flood cycle, half of that amount has
beeninthepast four yearsduringthe
currentdrought.

2003 NPS
Conference to be
Held at Bear Lake

The2003 Utah Nonpoint Source
Water Quality Conferencewill be
held September 3-5, 2003 in Garden
City, Utah, alongtheshoresof Bear
Lake.

ThoughL abor Day typically marks
theend of thetourist seasonfor the
higher-elevationresport community,
many seasonal businesseswill remain
opentherest of that week to
accomodatetheconference.

Becauseof itslocation, thisyear's
NPSconferencewill joinforceswith
theBear River Water Quality Sym-
posiumtofocusonBear Lakeand
theBear River asthethemeof the
2003 conference.

A highlight of themeetingsisa
schedulepane discussionabout the
river andthelakeby the statewater
quality directors, stateagriculture
commissionersand NRCS State
Conservationistsfrom Utah, Idaho
andWyoming.

Becuaseof thesubject matter,
interestinthisyear'sconferenceis
expectedto behigh. Becauseof the
location, registrationwill belimited.

Look for additiond informationin
the Juneissue of Utah Water shed
Reviewandthroughdirectmailing. If
you attended the 2002 NPS confer-
enceyouwill automatically receivea
mailing. If not, e-mail Jack Wilbur at
theaddresstotheright.

Proper Functioning Condition
Training to be Held in Logan

Training
Annhouncement

Proper Functioning Condition

Assessment
for

Riparian-Wetland Areas

Y ouareinvitedto submitnomina
tionstoattenda2-day training
sessionontheProcessfor Assessing
Proper Functioning Condition (PFC)
of Riparian-Wetland Aress. This
sessionisanactivity of awest-wide
effortentitled“ Creeksand Communi-
ties: A Continuing Strategy for
Accderating CooperativeRiparian
Restorationand Management.” The
focusof thiseffortistofacilitate
cooperationwithal landowners, ona
watershed scale. Effectiverestora-
tionand management must promote
theestablishment of commonterms,
definitions, and methods. Thistool
hasprovenuseful indeterminingthose
opportunitieswherethereisahigh
probability for positivechangewitha
reasonableinvestment, whileenhanc-
ing management and problemsolving
atthelocal level by the people most
affected.

Emphasisisonbringingpeople
withdiversebackgroundsandvalues
together andimplementing theuseof
thisassessment method asakey tool
for acollaborative, landscapeap-
proachappliedatthegroundlevel.
Inorder toaccomplishthis, the
trainingisavailableto Federal, State,
andlocal agencies, Tribes, industry
and conservationinterests, and

others. Pleasesharethisannounce-
mentwithinyour networks.

Thissession will beheld in
L ogan, Utah, June 3-4, 2003.
I nstructorsincludemembersof the
National Riparian ServiceTeamand
theUtah Cadre. Thefirst day will
takeplaceinaclassroomsettingand
the second day will bespent inthe
field. Thereisnotuitionand atten-
dancewill belimitedto 35 people.
For those sel ected to attend, specific
informationregardingmeetingroom
locationand motel swill beprovided.

Pleasesubmit nominationsto
Steve Smith (phone435-865-3231,
fax 435-865-3791, email
gsmith@fs.fed.us)by May 11,
2003. Besuretoincludethefollow-
inginformation:

Name

Affiliationor agency

Address, phone, fax, e-mail
Interest or discipline/expertise

Salt Lake City Water
Rates on the Rise

Inthefaceof afifthstraight year of
drought, the Salt L ake City Council
approved awater raterestructuring
planinlateApril.

Effectivedunel, 2003, heavy
water userswill pay morefor water
duringtheheavy usemonthsof April-
October. Thenew ratescheduleis
not goingintoeffecttofightthe
drought. It'sneeded becausethe
drought andincreasing publicity about
conservingwater havelowered
revenues.

Utah Watershed
Review

Quality.

Editorial

Editorial

Utah Water shed Review isapublication of the Utah Department of
Agricultureand Food, inconjunctionwiththeUtah Divisionof Water

Utah Water shed Review isfunded by agrant withthe U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency under Section 319 of theClean Water Act, and
by the Utah Department of Agricultureand Food.

Newsletter editor..........ooovioeeeaeai... Jack Wilbur

review/support........... George Hopkin
review/support............. Mike Reichert

Story/ideasubmissions, commentsand requestsfor additional copies
shouldbedirectedtotheeditor: Email--jackwilbur @utah.gov.
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National Nonpoint Source
Outreach Effort Under Way

NPS Outreach Toolbox due out soon

After nearly threeyearsof re-

search and behind-the-sceneswork,

the Outreach Workgroup of the

national State-EPA Nonpoint Source

(NPS)initiativeisready
toreleasethefirst phase
of theNPS Outreach
Toolbox.

Theoutreachtoolbox
isdesignedtohelploca
watershed groups,
municipdities, soil
conservationdigtricts,
rural water companies
and othersdevelopand
implementtheirown
successful water quality
outreachcampaigns.

Thefirst phaseof the
toolbox, dueout by
June, isateachingguide
and companionvideo.

GettinginStep: A
Guidefor Conducting
Watershed Outreach
Campaigns, contains
morethan 90 pages of
ingtruction, examples
andinteractivework
sheetsthat takegroups
throughasix-step
processof developing
andimplementingan
outreach campaign.

Thesix step process
includesdevel oping:

e Goals

e Target Audience

e Messages

e Format

e Distribution

e Evaluation

Thecompanionvideo
includesashort over-
view of thesteps
followed by four case
studiesfromaroundthe
country that show the
stepsinuse.

Thevideoandguide
arefreeandavailable
throughtheconsulting
firmTetraTech. Please
refer totheannounce-
ment and order formon
thispage.

Eventudlytheguide
book will also be

availableonthe EPA web page, personal stewardshipactivities Thethird phase, newly produced
www.epa.gov/owow/nps/ aroundthehomewill beavailable material sfor each major NPS cat-
outreach.html. near theend of 2003. CDswith egory will bereleasedincrementally.

Phase | of thetoolbox, aCD- existingmaterialsrelatedtoother Thereisnowordyet when Phasel|
ROM of existingmaterialsrelatedto  NPScategorieswill soonfollow. will starttoberel eased.
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The EPA/State Nonpoint Source Qutreach Workgroup is pleased to announce =
the release of the expanded guide Getting in Step: A Guide for Conducting

Watershed Outreach Campaigns. The guide is an update of the popular 1998

Getting In Step: A Guide to Effective Outreach in Your Watershed. The new release
explains how to map out strategies and tailor campaign materials to reach your critical
target audience for maximum campaign effectiveness.

1\30a, The guide includes:
¢ Tips on applying community-based social marketing
techniques
® Creating your outreach message
A ¢ Targeting your audience

@ The scoop on working with mass media, and

® How-to's on developing materials, presentations, and
creative community campaigns

. . The guide also comes with a companion half-hour video that
showcases four watershed campaigns around the U.S. and the
outreach techniques used to accomplish each community’s goals.

3 For more information, and to download a copy
' of the book guide when it is available, visit
www.epa.gov/nps/outreach.html
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Te reserve your free Getting in Step
guide and/or its compantion video,
return this form to:

Adddress

Melissa Galyon

Tetra Tech, Inc.

10306 Eaton Place, Suite 340

Fairfax, VA 22030

(703) 385-6000

Fax: (703) 385-6007

E-mail: malisso.galyon@tetratech-ffx.com

Phone Fox

E-mil

Please send: [ book guide [ video guide [ both




4

Utah Watershed Review

Apparent Vandalism Required Re-cutting and Re-planting of Willows

Withintwoweeksof theMarch
10" willow plantingalongthe Jordan
River by volunteersfromtheUtah
Federationfor youth, nearly al of the
new plantingshad been destroyed or
removed.

“Itwasvery upsettingtodriveby
thereand seeall our hard work
gone,” said Troy Bennett, program
director, Utah FederationforY outh.

Bennettwasreturninghomefrom
anactivity withfamily whenhe
decidedtostop by theplantingsite
and check onthewillows. Hefound
very littleevidencethat thecuttings
had ever been planted. Most of the
willow stickshad beenpulledfrom
thegroundand takenaway fromthe
site. A few of theremoved sticks
werestill ontheground near their
holesand afew of thecuttings
remainedintheground.

Thebest guess, accordingto
Bennett, isthat it wasan act of

Hand Digging Not the
Only Game in Town

Atarecentriparianrestoration
traininginPanguitch, Utah, federal,
stateandlocal representatives
learned several techniquesfor 'soft
structures torepair streambanks.

Thewater stinger, shownbelow,
usespressurizedwater tocreatea
holefor plantingdormant willows.

Participantswereshownbanks
andin-streamfixes. Oneinstream
remedy wasthe use of barbs con-
structed of willow wads, rather than
rock.

vandalism. Bennett calledtheSalt
LakeCity ParksDepartment repre-
sentativethat the Federationworks
with at thesiteand wastoldthat the
city had nothingtodowiththe
removal. Infact, thecity knew of and
approvedtheprojectinadvance.

Thoughthewillow cuttingsdidnot
costthenon-profit organizationany
money, alot of paid and volunteer
timewaslost. Thegroupdecidedin
lateMarchtocut additiona willows
fromanearby sitealongtheJordan
River andreplant. However, the
cuttingscanonly bedonewhilethe
willowsaredormant, sotimewas
critical.

Thewillowswerecut againon
March 26thand replanted on April
2nd. During theweek between, the
cuttingswerestoredinwaterina
dark, cool placeto helpthem stay
viable, but dormant.

/I

Youth and adult volunteers dig holes for the willows on the original planting day in
early March. The holes were still viable and ready to use for the second planting.

"Willow" continued
from page 1

holes. Federationemployeeshadgone |
toanearby homeimprovement store
andpurchasel-inchplasticirrigation
pipe. Using ad edgehammer, they
poundedthepipeintothegroundto
loosen thesoil and createanarrow
hole. Thistechniqueworkedfora
whileuntil thehard soil got thebetter
of theplasticpipe. They switchedtoa
metal pipeand continued.

Aftertheyounger groupleftagroup
of teenswho haveparticipatedwiththe
Federation’ sPeaceT reessummer
leadershipcamparrivedtofinisnthe
job.

Inall theorganizationanditsvolun-
teersplanted about 100willows.

Above: lan Cutler, Utah Federation for Youth, harvests willows from a healthy stand
about three miles down stream. Shortly after these willows were relocated up stream,
they were vandalized. A second bunch of dormant willows were planted before the
growing season started.

Left: Jeremy Maestes, a wildlife biologist in the Provo field office of the Natural
resource Conservation Service, tries out the water stinger during training. The stinger
was one of many bank stabilization methods used during the training.
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